Crossing the Chasm:  May 29, 2005:  CC...I have to agree with you on this one. I think one of the things schools are famous for is asking, ":What gives the most efficient, least taxing yet delivers the most bang for the buck?" Which makes sense, given that all of these items are often lacking in many educational settings. After all, using a pencil to jot down a list makes much more sense than opening up a Word file for many students. There is a reason that the late adopters are often the most pragmatic of the lot! 
The Tipping Point: May 29, 2006. Discussion Topic Two: One of the interesting things that I have been thinking about lately in terms of tipping is the concept of unexpected factors. When Jen talked about "antibodies from preventing our spread", I thought about how factors we are not even aware of influence what will go or will not go. Speaking only for myself, I think it is a bit of an overreach to think that we can envison all the things out there that come into play. We just can't! We don't even know what we don't know in lots of situations. I loved the Cashman quote "What can I change? What can I influence? What do I have to accept?" As individuals, we all can do is try our best and keep at things! 
Discussion Topic Two: Interesting comment about fear and the middle school and elementary teachers. Granted there are some teachers that are like this, but there are factors that drive this one. As an elementary teacher you are expected to be PERFECT in every area...without given the time, energy and resources to be able to specialize and dig. It is daunting. Another factor is the current fact, that in public schools, the drive is for literacy to be the foundation to understand the concepts found in the sciences, mathematics and social studies. A direct quote from the beginning day in the district..."Well, try to integrate the best you can but if you can't get to science and math it really isn't as important as getting our reading test scores up." Oh, and the ironic thing was, they saddled the fifth grade, which I taught, with a prototype state benchmark exam in the spring! I conjecture, unfortunately, that the value for science education in the elementary grades has been undermined in several areas...and not by the teachers in the trenches, necessarily. 

June 6, 2006: I agree..integration is the key! The thing is however, the whole concept of overarching themes and real inquiry units is not the norm in public school here in the States. That said, when integration happens, it happens often from a literature stance...the kids READ about science, they often don't DO the science. They READ and do rote math, they don't do authentic math activities. I think my major gripe is that learning isn’t about reading it is about doing...being messy, inquisitive and not having a firm outcome. Which, in this age of testing, goes against the grain of accountability. 

Just a side note, in Taiwan and Japan both education is strong. Like CC said, cram schools and the push for the best and ranking is very important and competitive. But! For the folks who are not in the norm, who don’t' meet the standardized curriculum...tough noogies. The curriculum is NOT adapted to meet the needs of students. There is no diversification. Either you do or you don't. Compulsory school ends at the age of 15...or at the end of middle school. At that juncture, lots of kids opt out. They go to work at the 7-11 or something else. These kids you don't hear about in the national studies or when the US media likes to do a doom and despair. 

It is much like comparing apples and oranges. I think the major thing here is that we have to find the best solution, that is the best fit, for US in bringing our kids up to their full potential. And, we aren’t, not by a long shot. Of course, there are many factors as to why but…as is the mantra, “Think globally, act locally!” and but now be sure to add in the caveat! “ Advocate, stimulate and prophesize!”  
June 6, 2006. Just as a thought....having done a lot of multi-age grouping 4/5 with 9/10 a fair bit. Don't be surprised if the fifth graders teach your high school kids a thing or two! One of the interesting ways to approach this kind of thing, is where you pose an experiment or activity with which both groups have some support knowledge but in different areas from each other. Too, the specific activity you just put before the mixed crew should not be totally familiar to either group…a variant on a theme as it were. That way- all learn. all have expertise and all gain. One of the problems, IMHO, is the thought that learning goes from the oldest to the youngest in a 'tabla rasa" kind of dynamic, which puts a boundary on the learning that can take place for both sets. It is exciting that you all are getting together to do this! I envy you, and your kids, the experience! Whoohoo! 
Bridg I totally agree it sounds exciting and you bring up a great point with your "Blank Slate" reference. Experience and interest can go a long way, as well as asking questions for understanding, sometimes fundamental questions that an older supposedly mko takes for granted can cause a supposedly less knowledgable other to come up with some new and inventive directions for the learnign experience.  Great points and suggestions that i whole heartedly agree with! Sometimes I think the less we think we know the more creative it forces us to be and make to with less, this applies to tangable items as well as intellectual thoughts! ~Jason

Discussion Topic 4: May 31, 2006. There was this interesting quote, on page 132, in the book that said, "The Law of the Few says there are exceptional people out there who are capable fo starting epidemics. All you have to do is find them. The lesson of stickiness is the same. There is a simple way to package the information, that under the right circumstances, can make it irresistible. All you have to do is find it!" I think another way to say it is that it was an idea whose time has come. For me, this very concept hit me as a terrific way to explain just how the interlocking plastic plates or the POD movers all of a sudden seemed to burst into public consciousness. And I started to wonder just what other examples of stickiness, specifically in terms of packaging, marketing and selling a specific vision of service, have made the leap. Ideas? 
Interesting perspective Bridgette, and believe it or not, I came up with the same questioning before in regards to iPods and their cousins.  I thought it was something new, something recent, but when I found out that they've been out for a while, I know understand that the time had come for them to make it into the market- Julio 
Other than the IPOD, what about the FURBY!  I can't help but chuckle.  Or even perhaps the pet rock!  Anybody hear of the pokia?  They had to change their name to the "Hulger".  Anybody want one?  Or will the novelty wear off?  (www.hulger.com) Here's another thing...do you think the Prius would have made as much news if Brad Pitt didn't drive one?- Julie K. 

I agree about their time had come julio. MP3 players in general had been out for a while, I had one long before ipod became popular and had never gone to itunes.  Timing is important a is the right marketing, however being that the technology had been out for a while, it still begs to ask one question for me at least.
How did this technology survive with only a small innovator and early adopter market to support it and did the ipod just come out at the right time or did their marketing make it the right time.
I think one major thing that worked in apples favor was they offered a complete package, user safe download site in itunes(more than just downloading as we all know), easy to use players, and a great marketing kewlness factor that other mp3 players never went for!!! They market it from end to end and had something that would appeal to most market segments.- Jason 

I didn't know that Brad Pitt drove a Prius, not that it would have mattered to me. I was aware of them because I was always interested in buying a green car (I didn't end up getting it because of the wait list). 

I think Prius has been getting more attention because of the rising gas prices. As the book mentions, we are afffected by our immediate environment. I thought that the story about the priests was interesting. The factor that affected whether or not a priest stopped to help a person in need was time, if he perceived he had time or not. It made me think about all the little things around us that's influencing our behavior without us noticing. Hmmm- CC
I'm with you Julie...lol, but who knows, they might just find the "tipping point" one day and we might be ordering those like crazy 
Brudgette: Oh, for sure! Probably because they answer a shadow need in some way! Sneaky little boogers that they are. I was thinking a bit more about this question and connected it to the advent of TANG. Issues of competition, safety, family values, identification….the list could go on and on. Ponder of all the items that went into tipping TANG: the space race, the competition with the Russians, the belief in what is modern by definition is better than what is older, women entering the work force in greater numbers there for the upswing in convenience foods, the charisma connected with astronauts, savvy marketing by the advertising company that connects the heath value for the mom, the great taste for the kids and the convenience to the family. All in a instant juice mix. Kool-Aid never had it so good! 

The teen market, and in p[articular the young adult market (those who can buy these sorts of things for themselves), that coveted age bracket of 18-35, that is who Apple marketed the iPod to initially, and those are, by and large, the folks who adopted it early on.  Other age brackets tend to look to that age bracket to determine what is cutting edge, hip, cool, or "with it," and those things that the coveted group tend to like become adopted by the others later.  As other MP3 players came out, Apple raised the bar with more innovations in the iPod's operating software and so on, and so forth, and so on, and etc.
What I have seen in marketing is that the "cool guy" is the guy in the coveted 18-35 age bracket with money to spend.  They often (not always mind you but often) set the trends in marketing and sales.  This is why that is where most advertising dollars are directed.- Eric 

I ignore Brad Pitt whenever possible.  he also rides a fancy crotch rocket motorcycle.  I have no intention of buying one of those either.  The Prius is, by most accounts, a great car.  My uncle bought one of the earliest models and as soon as Toyota makes the Hybrid Highlander affordable (and I have the cash for it) I am likely to get one.  it would have almost nothing to do with Brad Pitt, tho i guess there are folks that would care about that. I do think it would be every bit as popular, whether or not Mr. PItt owned one.  They are pretty nice cars, well made, decent to excellent repair records... what the heck.- Eric
Everything Bad is Good For You. 

Actually, I spent a fair amount of my elementary and middle school years in single sex schools. I enjoyed it because the distraction and energy level of the boys were not there. Looking back on the event as a teacher though, I wonder just how high the girl pecking order issues were. I suspect because those relationships were the focus, there was a heightened amount. Yuck! I have been reading with some interest the back and forth on the gaming issue. Needless to say, in regards to gaming, I am woefully lacking. But! I was thinking that  thought patterns that happen in gaming are probably evident in really good simulations and role plays that ARE found in schools. If the tasks are open ended  to the outcomes, the richness of dialogue and pure emotions are pretty intense…mirroring that multiple narratives spoken of in the book. I think it is our job as educator to make sure that the activities we do with the kids sponsor this kind of thinking, yes?
