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Continuum of Assessment Methods 



	
	Selected Response
	Constructed Response
	Performance Assessment
	Portfolios
	Personal Communications
	Structured Observations
	Unstructured Observations

	
	Multiple Choice
	Matching


	True-False
	Short Answer
	Graphic Organizer
	Essays & Written Communication
	Products  & Extended Tasks
	Demonstrations & Simulations
	
	
	
	

	
	Norm 
Referenced
	Criterion Referenced
	Easy
	Easy
	Easy
	Moderate, easy (if oral or written directions are clear
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Easy
	Easy
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Description
	Examples
	WKCE, TerraNova, ITBS
	Tests which are structured by measurement of instructional objectives
	Teacher-made tests
	· WKCE, Terra Nova

· Writing of 1 paragraph or less
	Concept Maps, Venn diagrams, Compare/ Contrast charts
	· Unstructured writing assignments

· Information-al, Narrative, Persuasive, etc., essays
	· Graph

· Short story

· Model

· Written report

· Presentation

· Carry out an experiment
	· Musical performances

· Physical performances

· Science fairs

· Spelling Bees
	· “Showcase” portfolios

· Working portfolios


	· Interviews

· Conferences

· Journals 

· Retellings
	· Running Records

· Response to reading

· Reconstructions

· Pupil self-assessment

· Response logs

· Literature circles

· ACTFL “Pro-achievement” Interviews


	· Anecdotal comments on classroom observations and reflections

· “Kidwatching”

· Video tapes of Classroom Activities

	
	Prompt
	Multiple choice, with some short answer
	Multiple choice
	· 2 groups of choices

· Set of questions and a list of choices
	Statement
	· Question

· Incomplete Sentence

· Object or Picture with Question
	· List of concepts and a blank graphic organizer
	· Prompt

· Question

· Object /Picture with Question

· Communicative aspects of other Perf. Assessments
	· Problem

· Task or Project

· Scenario

· Music

· Objects
	· Problem

· Task or Project

· Scenario

· Music

· Object

· Bat & ball
	· Method of collecting storing and responding to work, artifacts, and responses
	· Conversational setting with protocol
	· Classroom setting with prompt and protocol
	· Classroom setting with protocol

	
	Response Type
	A, B, C, D
	A, B, C, D
	Draw lines
	T or F
	· Single word, or number

· Phrase or formula

· Sentence
	Score nodes and relationships
	A paragraph or more
	· Rubrics

· Checklists

· Scoring Guides
	· Rubrics

· Checklists

· Scoring Guides


	· Rubrics

· Checklists

· Scoring Guides
	· Rubrics

· Checklists

· Scoring Guides
	No response by student. Teacher observes using a protocol or checklist.
	No response by student. Teacher observes using a protocol or checklist

	Student Interaction
	Student Engagement
	Low
	Low
	Low
	Low
	Low
	Moderate
	Moderate
	High
	High
	High
	High
	Depends upon the context
	Depends upon the context

	
	Student Control
	None 
	None
	None
	None
	Little
	Moderate
	Little
	High
	High
	Very High
	High
	High
	High

	
	Potential for Feedback to Students


	None
	Little
	Little
	Little
	Some, depending upon the clarity of the rubric to which students have access


	Moderate
	High, depending upon the clarity of the rubric to which students have access
	High, depending upon the clarity of the rubric to which students have access
	High, depending upon the clarity of the rubric to which students have access
	Very High, depending on the reflective aspects
	Very High
	Moderate, depending on teacher follow up
	Moderate, depending on teacher follow up


	
	Selected Response
	Constructed Response
	Performance Assessment
	Portfolios
	Personal Communications
	Structured Observations
	Unstructured Observations

	
	Multiple Choice
	Matching
	True-False
	Short Answer
	Graphic Organizer
	Essays & Written Communication
	Products and Extended Tasks
	Demonstrations & Simulations
	
	
	
	

	
	Norm Referenced
	Criterion Referenced
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Technical Considerations


	Administrative Ease and Logistics to Score
	Easy
	Easy
	Easy
	Easy
	Easy
	Moderate, easy if oral or written directions are clear
	Moderate, easy if oral or written directions are clear
	Moderate to difficult, depending on complexity of task.
	Moderate to difficult, depending on complexity of demonstration.
	Moderate to difficult, depending on complexity of subject matter.
	Easy to implement, more difficult to interpret information.
	Moderate, depending on complexity of the protocol.
	Natural, but can be difficult to document and interpret observations.

	
	Time Demands to Develop
	Extremely high
	High
	Low
	Low
	Low to moderate
	Low
	Low to moderate
	High
	High
	Moderate
	Moderate
	Moderate to high, depending on complexity of the protocol.
	High, with extensive training costs

	
	Cost
	Moderate
	Moderate
	Low
	Low
	Low
	Low
	Moderate
	High
	High
	High
	High
	High
	High

	
	Reliability
	High
	High
	High
	High
	Moderate, depending on clarity of rubric or rating criteria
	Moderate
	Moderate, depending on clarity of rubric or rating criteria
	Moderate, depending on clarity of rubric or rating criteria
	Moderate, depending on clarity of rubric or rating criteria
	Moderate to high, depending on clarity of rubric or rating criteria
	Moderate, depending on clarity of rubric or rating criteria
	Low to moderate, depending on clarity of protocol and rating criteria
	High

	
	Validity for the Purpose of Informing Instruction
	Questionable – alignment to content must be demonstrated
	Moderate, depending on specificity of objectives
	Question-able


	Ques-

tionable
	Moderate
	High
	Can be valid if alignment to targets is clear
	· Can be valid if alignment to targets is clear

· Tends to be more valid; assessment is embedded within instruction
	Can be valid if alignment to targets is clear
	Can be valid if alignment to targets is clear
	Can be valid if alignment to targets is clear
	Can be valid if alignment to targets is clear
	Can be valid if alignment to targets is clear

	
	Supports Variety of Learning Styles and Intelligences
	None
	None
	None
	None
	Little
	Little
	Moderate
	Potentially High
	High
	Potentially High
	Moderate
	Potentially High
	Potentially High

	
	Clarity of Criteria
	Little
	Moderate
	None
	None
	Little
	Moderate
	Moderate to high, depending upon the quality of the rubric
	Moderate to high, depending upon the quality of the rubric
	Moderate to high, depending upon the quality of the rubric
	Moderate to high, depending upon the quality of the rubric
	Moderate to high, depending upon the quality of the rubric
	Moderate
	Low to moderate

	
	Engagement Potential
	Little
	Little
	Little
	Little
	Little
	Moderate
	Potentially High
	Potentially High
	Potentially High
	Potentially High
	Potentially High
	Depends upon the climate in the classroom
	Depends upon the climate in the classroom


	Appropriateness for Targets
	Knowledge 
	Assessable with this method with low to moderate depth 
	Assessable with this method with moderate depth 
	Assessable with this method with low depth 
	Assessable with this method with low depth 
	Assessable with this method with low depth 
	Assessable with this method with high depth of knowledge
	Assessable with this method with moderate to high depth of knowledge
	Assessable, indirectly, as part of a task with high depth of knowledge
	Assessable, indirectly, as part of a task with high depth of knowledge
	Assessable with this method with high depth of knowledge
	Assessable with this method with high depth of knowledge
	Assessable with this method with moderate to high depth of knowledge
	Assessable with this method with moderate to high depth of knowledge

	
	Reasoning and Problems Solving 
	Assessable-- But limited to lower levels of reasoning
	Assessable-- But limited to lower levels of reasoning
	Not assessable with this method
	Not assessable with this method
	Assessable-- But limited to lower levels of reasoning
	Assessable, with attention to propositions in concept maps
	Assessable with this method
	Assessable with this method
	Assessable with this method
	Assessable with this method
	Assessable with this method, depending on questions
	Assessable with this method, depending on the prompt
	Assessable with this method

	
	Deep Understanding
	Low
	Low
	None
	None
	Low
	High
	Moderate, if prompt is phrased right
	High
	High, depending on complexity of demonstration.
	High, depending upon the demands of the reflection.
	High
	Moderate, depending on complexity of the protocol.
	Difficult to interpret observations.

	
	Metacognitive Demands
	Low
	Low
	None
	None
	Low to moderate, depending upon prompt
	Low
	Low

to moderate, depending upon prompt
	Moderate to high, depending upon prompt
	Moderate to high, depending upon prompt
	High
	Moderate to high, depending on questions
	None
	None

	
	Skills
	Inappropriate method
	Inappropriate method
	Inappropriate method
	Inappropriate method
	Inappropriate method
	Inappropriate method
	Assessable with this method
	Assessable with this method
	Assessable with this method
	Assessable with this method
	Assessable with this method
	Assessable with this method
	Assessable with this method

	
	Products
	Inappropriate method
	Inappropriate method
	Inappropriate method
	Inappropriate method
	Inappropriate method
	Inappropriate method
	Assessable with this method
	Assessable with this method
	Assessable with this method
	Assessable with this method
	Assessable with this method
	Assessable with this method
	Assessable with this method

	
	Attitudes & Behaviors
	Inappropriate method
	Inappropriate method
	Inappropriate method
	Inappropriate method
	Inappropriate method
	Inappropriate method
	Assessable with this method
	Assessable with this method
	Assessable with this method
	Assessable with this method
	Assessable with this method
	Assessable with this method
	Assessable with this method


Less Structured, Contextualized, Natural Context





More Structured, Decontextualized, Contrived Context
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